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General George B. McClellan has long been a topic of debate between 
historians.  Was he a military genius or battlefield charlatan? 

An inspirational leader or chronic over estimator? 
Despite the debate, some facts cannot be denied. 

 
Second in his class at West Point, a talented engineer, Veteran of the 

Mexican War, official observer of the Crimean War and designer of the 
McClellan Saddle, George Brinton McClellan turned a gaggle of 

untrained volunteers into an army to be reckoned with. 
 

Vice President and Chief Engineer of the Illinois Central Railroad at the 
outbreak of hostilities, McClellan was quickly appointed to command 

the Union’s Army of Occupation in West Virginia. 
 

With the help of talented soldiers on the field, state of the art telegraph 
equipment and a creative turn of phrase, McClellan soon convinced 
those running the war in Washington that he was deserving of the 

moniker “Young Napoleon” and a place in history. 
 

We invite you to join us on Thursday, September 16th  
when we are joined by archaeologist, historian, author and native West 

Virginian, W. Hunter Lesser who will continue the debate on one of 
the Civil War’s most colorful figures. 

 
Copies of “Rebels at the Gate” will be offered for purchase 

& Hunter will be available to sign his book following the presentation. 

  
 

$14.00 per person includes dinner, soft drink, dessert, tax & gratuity. 
 

THIS IS AN ARCHIVAL POSTING FOR A PAST EVENT. 


